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Tech Front

POWER TOOLS

OI00I0000I000 considers the speedy and mighty

In pocket-sized technologies

hy take notes when you can scan them instead?

PlanOn’s ooooooooooomtwo-ounce handheld “pen”

scanner is more like a quill at nine inches, but can hold

‘ / black-and-white text aplenty on its onboard 8 MB flash drive.

/ (Only two full pages will fit at 24-bit color, 400 dpi resolution.) Its
major innovation is a scan element that runs nearly the length of the
pen, so that the user simply scrolls it down the page lengthwise rather

than highlight-scanning text, line by tedious line. Its Lithium-lon

rechargeable battery gives it independence from computers, but it is

/ friendly with them—while connected, it will charge from the USB port.
It scans in four modes: 24- or 12-bit color, grayscale, or monochrome.

In January 2007, PlanOn announced three color options—Dblack, silver,
and gold—and an Executive Kit which packages the Universal Mobile

Charger, the Universal Memory Reader, additional 128 MB MicroSD
memory module, PaperPort SE document management and Optical

/ Character Recognition software (which easily dumps scanned text into MS

" Word when engaged—but Mac users will need to spring for the RC800 PRO
package), and a retractable USB cable, together in a handsome aluminum case.

An unassuming four-ounce box, the new Universal Mobile Charger (UMC)
can fully charge the DocuPen up to 55 times. It takes less than 15 minutes to
fully charge the UMC, and its adapter can be used to recharge the DocuPen
directly from an AC outlet. PlanOn will release additional connectors enabling
the UMC to charge all major cell phones, PDAs and digital cameras.

The Universal Memory Reader (UMR) is a little USB dongle that reads nine
types of memory card. The UMR plugs directly in the USB port and allows the
user to transfer files from not only the DocuPen, but from cellular phones,
digital cameras, video camcorders, MP3 players and PDAs.

A retractable flat USB cable eliminates the cursed “cable nest.”

/i

/

he ciooooooontoooo s isasmall, light USB drive compled
suite of software to automate the most tedious operation:
== synchronization. Its low profile, single lighted | and |
T 3 ke it functionally minimal. Most compute

without auxiliary power, but a cable with two parallel USB
one USB mini for the drive is included, should the USB 2.0 |
laptop/desktop be underpowered. >

The software/installs in'less thap th
necessary |1 i sta‘l th@w_ 0
will recognize the'drive in §ja0rto der
specified during the first install, most o
connecting the drive. Alternatively, you
or synchronize files by leaving it |
illuminated button—hence its name. It st
on for some time and when disconnecte
and 5.2 x 3.5 x 0.8 inches, you'll forget i
~ Aword of warl
- software for it,
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alm has a reputation for sound products and reliable
operating systems. With the Cooooooomooomn
Croooooooooo: it offers a staggering wealth of
functionality at some expense to OS stability. Used to
disconnecting, closing, and pocketing a phone in less than
one second, I’'m annoyed that | have to wait over two

seconds just for the Treo 700w to hang up, let alone return to
the Today screen to power off the display and keylock.

Don’t get me wrong, it's a pretty impressive PDA and its
broadband is cracking: Web sites are rendered with good
speed and color, and the integrated Google-powered Web
search works as well as any computer’s. MS Exchange ran
marvelously on tasks, e-mail, calendar and contacts. Less
charming is the way multiple phone/PDA applications (like
checking your voicemail while Exchange is updating and IE
is open) can cause resource bottlenecks that crash the unit.
Attachments in e-mails are easily opened with Picsel PDF
viewer—even the 436-page Treo 700w manual.

Several applications make good use of the blazing
broadband. On Demand offers a wealth of regularly-
updated information: news, weather, maps and financial
data. Virtual Earth’s maps were the most comprehensive for
worldwide navigation, and can use GPS or Wi-Fi to provide
a““You Are Here,” though it didn’t always have local street-
level images for overseas destinations like Reykjavik (but it
did for Barcelona, with metro stations as well). Windows
Media Player works well, but not with any of the streams |
tested—that’s asking a lot, though.

The camera and video capabilities are pretty good as well,
although the 12 fps 3g2 format files that result from filming
are neither easy to move nor convert. All told, | liked it a bit
more as a computer/PDA than as a phone.
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